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The Oklahoma Humanities Council (OHC) is a private, 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. As the state affiliate of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, we strive to stimulate discussion, 
inform new perspectives, and actively engage people in lifelong 
learning by targeting two critical areas of need in our state: K-12 
humanities education and community building. Our mission is to 
promote meaningful public engagement with the humanities; we 
do this by providing funding and resources that support humani-
ties education and a vibrant cultural life for all Oklahomans.
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Headquartered in Oklahoma City and celebrating its 20th 
anniversary, Chesapeake Energy is proud to conduct business in 
a city whose rich history in the oil and natural gas industry is 
matched by outstanding organizations serving our community, 
such as the Oklahoma Humanities Council. Being a true 
corporate citizen and building valuable partnerships is a strong 
part of the Chesapeake culture and vital in every community 
where we conduct business. 

“Our state’s success and bright future is a direct result of 
citizens who have been willing to give back and reinvest in our 
community, and oil and gas philanthropy has been the number 
one driver,” says Chesapeake Energy CEO Aubrey McClendon. 
“Chesapeake is honored to continue this tradition, sharing our 
good fortune and investing in this great state.”

Formed in 1989 with only 10 employees and $50,000 in capital, 
Chesapeake has grown into the number one independent 
producer of natural gas and most active driller of natural gas 
wells in the nation, and has actively built the nation’s largest 
natural gas resource base. Chesapeake’s operations extend across 
17 states and are focused on exploratory and developmental 
drilling and acquiring natural gas reserves onshore in the U.S.

“Chesapeake is proud to support the Oklahoma Humanities 
Council and help promote cultural experiences and appreciation 
of the humanities across our state,” McClendon added. “Thanks 
to their tremendous efforts and dedication to the humanities, 
Oklahoma will continue to grow and be a unique, stimulating, 
and impressive place to live.”

At Chesapeake Energy, we’re proud to champion the Oklahoma 
Humanities Council.

Aubrey McClendon
Ceo, Chesapeake Energy
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valued friends. Thank you for your enthusiastic support of the humanities in Oklahoma.

Connie Monnot
Dr. Galen & Bobbie Robbins
Meg & Chris Salyer
Ann Thompson
Jean M. Warren
Dr. & Mrs. Harbour Winn

Pryor
Dr. Jane Johansson

Sapulpa
Dr. Carla Goble

Seminole
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin R. Moran

Stillwater
Dr. Cida S. Chase
    Oklahoma State University 
Foundation
Jean A. Shipman

Tahlequah
Anonymous 

Tishomingo
Lewis & Floy Parkhill

Tulsa
Ms. Mary W. Athens
JoAnne & Jim Bottomley
Ken Busby
Ivy Dempsey
Dr. & Mrs. Lars Engle
Dallas E. Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. G. Douglas Fox
Robert J. LaFortune
Dr. Robert Gold & Nancy Lamoreux
The Honorable Jerry L. Goodman 
Ruth Kaiser Nelson
Charles E. Norman
Amy Polonchek
The Honorable Dana L. Rasure
Harry & Joan Seay
William W. & Carol A. Sheehan
John & Janet Slater
Dr. Stacy Takacs
Sven & Renata Treitel
Frances Whitehurst
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Wiens

Weatherford
Dr. Viki Pettijohn Craig
Dr. W. Edward Rolison

Woodward
Anonymous

Akron, OH
Mr. Martin H. Belsky & 
    Ms. Kathleen Waits

Fairfax, VA 
Ruth I. Knee

Manhattan, KS
Diane Barker

Friend
Ada
Dr. Rosemarie Benya
Bryna Katz Lane
Custer & Maxine McFalls
Lilian S. Nordean
Mr. & Mrs. John Reese
Martha E. Rhynes

Altus
Raelene Rollins

Alva
Linda Joseph

Atoka
Marvin Leeper

Bartlesville
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Ford Drummond
Frances E. Hardin

Bixby
Edward J. Main

Bristow
Mrs. Claire F. Diehl

Calumet
Joann Nitzel

Chickasha
Eleanor E. Edmondson

Edmond
Ken & Beth Brown
Dr. Xiao-Bing Li

Enid
Anonymous
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Blankenship
Ray & Linda Downs
Brenda Faust
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Glasser
Elizabeth F. Oven
Art & Judy Reed

Guymon
Dr. Sara Jane Richter

Haskell
Judy F. Goodale

Hennessey
Helen Cline
Michael Hobbs

Hobart
Mattie L. Ivie

Lawton
Dr. William P. Jolly
Carole & Dick Neptune

Midwest City
Dr. Brent L. Wendling

Moore
Chris & Traci Jinkens

Mounds
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davidson

Muskogee
Joy Walker

Norman
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Chambers
Joakim G. & Vivian M. Laguros
Dr. Richard Lowitt
Susan & Jim Warram

Oklahoma City
Susie Beasley
Robert & Sharon Bish
Mr. & Mrs. Jap Blankenship
Charlotte Ream Cooper
W. E. & Sarah Cromwell
Joan Dark
Jerry & Kathy Dick
Ed & Barbara Eskridge
Jeanne S. Fowler
Rita Geiger
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Hakel
Linda L. Koenig
Susan & Frank Lane

Marian LeCrone
Mr. & Mrs. A. Thomas Loy
Bervis B. McBride, Jr.
Kim Quinn
Dr. & Mrs. Morris Reichlin
Kay Samaripa
Mary Stanley
Patricia A. Taliaferro
Mr.  & Mrs. Larkin Warner
Mark & Gale Wood

Ponca City
Mr. Jerry L. Cathey

Pond Creek
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Taylor

Stillwater
Dr. Lionel Arnold
Susan Bullard
Bill & Barbara Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy Fischer
Gerald Frank
Dr. Perry Gethner
Patricia E. Jaynes
Dr. & Mrs. Neil R. Luebke
Karen Neurohr
Dr. Jean Van Delinder & 
    Mr. Brad Rickelman

Tulsa
Ms. Mayrene Bentley
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Elson
Sue Forney
Queen E. Graves
Kathleen Kastelic
Rabbi & Mrs. Charles P. Sherman
Jack Marwood Short
Barbara Claire Slagle
Laura M. Stevens
James & Ann Watson
The Williams Companies, Inc.
Sue T. Young
Rev. & Mrs. Richard V. Ziglar

Weatherford
Brad & Jeanine Berrong

Yukon
Marjorie Griswold

Sunray, TX
Jorge Aznar

Honorary and Memorial Gifts
Ms. Maxine S. Austin
      In honor of Ann Austin Boone
Eleanor E. Edmondson
     In honor of Catharine Cook
Nancy Payne Ellis
     In honor of Anne Bohanon
Mr. Dallas E. Ferguson
     In memory of Danney Goble
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hannah
     In memory of Frank Durkee
     In honor of the inaugural issue of   
     Oklahoma Humanities magazine
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In fiscal year 2008, the Oklahoma Humanities Council 
funded 852 programs across the state. These programs served 
172,671 Oklahomans who participated in cultural events, 
lectures, reading and discussion groups, exhibits, teacher 
training, classroom competitions, and much more.

For a complete listing of grants awarded, 
visit www.okhumanitiescouncil.org/grants

 

What our audiences have to say:

Community Grants
It gives seniors a cultural, encouraging, educational outing and 
fellowship. This is a gift to seniors who made Lawton what it is today! 
—Golden Girls & Guys Day Out, Lawton Public Library

We drove 60 miles each way to attend and it was well worth it. 
—4th Annual McBride Lecture with Bill McKibben, Oklahoma 
Christian University

Sharing times like this, especially talking about matters as important 
as poetry, are great community builders. —Conversations with Poet 
Jimmy Santiago Baca, Oklahoma City University

Many communities came together for this presentation. New 
friendships and contacts were formed. Everyone present was able 
to take away something that could be used to improve personal or 
professional lives. —Anna Myers, Oklahoma Juvenile Historical 
Author, Friends of the Margaret Carder Library, Mangum

Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma! 
I never did much reading when I was young—my reason for joining 
this group. Having lived most of my 80+ years in Oklahoma, this book 
[Tour of the Prairies] takes me back to my Oklahoma history class 
in high school. —The Oklahoma Experience: From Wilderness to 
Metropolis, Newkirk Public Library

I love to read and programs like this broaden my variety of reading 
materials. —Invisibility and Identity, Stillwater Public Library

Oklahoma Chautauqua
The authenticity of the portrayal of Malcolm X spanning his personal 
growth and development was effectively accomplished therefore 
allowing the truth to spark discussion, exchange, and positive change. 
—A Time for Every Purpose: America in the 1960s, Lawton Public 
Library

Total Expenses 
$856,445

Program Services 
$263,019

Management 
$221,674

Council-run Programs 
$183,777 

Regrants 
$142,665 

Fund Development 
$45,310

Summary of Activities for the Year Ending
October 31, 2008

Note: These figures are from the audited financial statements for the time period of November 1, 2007 through October 31, 2008.

Total Revenue 
$854,076

National Endowment 
for the Humanities 
$576,844

Gifts 
$210,197

Interest and Other 
$40,535

State of Oklahoma 
$26,500 

Expenses Revenue

	 Summary of Grants Awarded

	 Major Grants 			   $109,487
	 Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma 	 $   31,122
	 Opportunity Grants 		  $  18,636
	 Chautauqua Grants 		  $  17,000
	 Research Grants 			   $    9,000
	 Oklahoma Connections 		  $    3,134
	 Total grants awarded 		  $188,379


